Perhaps his most important work in the labour market was his joint research with Ron Peters on the macroeconomics of unemployment in 'The Relation of Actual to Potential (Full Employment) Output for the Australian Economy, 1954 Economy, -1975 Economy, ' (1977 and his 'Employment, the Labour Force and Unemployment in Australia: A Disaggregated Approach' (1985b) . Tony Aspromourgos's paper in this issue ('Is Labour Cheapening a Means to Reducing Involuntary (Labour) Unemployment?') is in the Petridis tradition of seeking Keynesian labour market solutions to macroeconomic problems.
Ray, of course, is best known to readers of HER for his work in the history of economic thought. Ray (who obtained BEc First Class Honours at UWA and the J.A. Wood Prize for the outstanding graduand in a group of university faculties) was awarded both the James B. Duke Fellowship and a Fulbright Scholarship (1973) . This paper was followed by a number of contributions in HOPE and other history of economic thought journals on Marshall, Langford Lovell Price and Thomas Brassey, among others. In recent years, Ray has been a frequent reviewer particularly on Marshall, including his important review Ray Petridis 3 _______________________________________________________________________________ of Peter Groenewegen's A Soaring Eagle: Alfred Marshall 1942 -1924 (1997b . The essays by Craufurd Goodwin, Peter Groenewegen, Paul Flatau, Michael Schneider, John Pullen and Rob Knowles in this issue reflect the historical component of Ray's intellectual interests.
One of Australia's best-known economists and good friend of Ray's is Geoff Harcourt. Ray (1997a) published the first piece in the fine three-volume Festschrift for Geoff ('A Cambridge Economist but an Australian Patriot'). The essay by Geoff Harcourt in this issue ('Forty Years Teaching Post Keynesian Themes in Adelaide and Cambridge') reflects another important component of Ray's career: the contribution he has made to the training of economists through his teaching.
Three other aspects of Ray's contribution deserve a mention. First, Ray has always been a diligent, fair-minded and perceptive referee. Without such people our sub-discipline would not be as healthy as it is. Secondly, Ray has an irrepressible sense of humour, and Robert Leeson's essay has been in part stimulated by Ray's determination to puncture pomposity and status-bound behaviour whenever possible. Thirdly, Ray has always been a political economist. Economic analysis has an historical and political context and can only be properly understood when viewed in that context. The essay by John King and Mike Howard in this issue ('State Capitalism in Soviet Russia') is in that tradition.
In this special issue of HER we express gratitude to Ray for his contributions to HETSA, the history of economic thought, Australian labour and macroeconomics, and Western Australian economic policy development. Ray will be remembered generally for his high academic standards but also specifically for his contribution to the revival of the history of political economy. 
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